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OVERVIEW

▪ IJI background, objectives and past achievements 

▪ Africa Adaptation Initiative & UNDP

▪ Corporate Accountability International 

▪ UN climate change negotiations in Bangkok

▪ Loss & Damage 

▪ IHL work on destruction of cultural property



The initiative has four main objectives:

▪ Advance the practice of international law in the public interest;
▪ Provide students with opportunities in international law and policy;
▪ Support poor and vulnerable countries and groups with pro-bono advice;
▪ Further strengthen the UTAS Law School's international profile.

Current members: 

▪ Alice van Galen and Frances Medlock (co-coordinators)

▪ Connie Beswick, Rosie Evans, Siobhain Galea, Kate Raffety, Salman Shah, Dan 
Westbury and Heidi White.

OBJECTIVES & MEMBERS



PAST PROJECTS

▪ Research into the financial needs of developing countries to 
achieve their pledges under the Paris Climate Agreement.

▪ Research into the position of various organisations on public 
participation and conflicts of interest to contribute to an 
international workshop on this topic

▪ Participation in United Nations meetings internationally 
including providing assistance to negotiating groups 
representing over 60 countries.

▪ Research into the definition of the end of a non-international 
armed conflict to assist the special Advisor to the Prosecutor at 
the ICC



AFRICA ADAPTATION INITIATIVE & UNDP

▪ Provided support to United Nations Development 
Programme with previous IJI member Camilla More as 
mentor

▪ We produced work for AAI website content.

▪ It takes the form of an interactive map with detailed 
information about African countries needs for adapting 
to climate change under the Paris Agreement.

▪ https://www.africaadaptationinitiative.org/ndc/

https://www.africaadaptationinitiative.org/ndc/


AAI WEBSITE CONTENT



CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY

Who is Corporate Accountability?

▪ CA is an International NGO
▪ Our focus: Fossil fuel companies involved 

in climate change negotiations

The Task

▪ In April, Frances, Connie and Kate worked 
together to produce a memo to be used by 
CA at SBI-48 in Bonn.

▪ Consultation with Rachel Rose (CA) and 
Rebecca Byrnes (UTAS alumni)

▪ Non-Party Stakeholder Engagement
▪ Summary of 15 submissions from Parties 

and a range of NGOs.
▪ Executive summary on positions taken by 

Parties, business and industry NGOs, and 
other NGOs.

▪ Transparency, openness and diversity of 
opinion vs need for COI definition and 
legal/policy framework.



UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE IN 
BANGKOK, THAILAND

▪ Negotiations to finalise the Paris Agreement 
rulebook.

▪ College of the Atlantic in the US allowed us to 
use their spare badges to attend, otherwise we 
wouldn’t have had access.

▪ The report details the work Dan, Frances and 
Heidi each worked on in Bangkok: technology; 
markets; and loss and damage.



BANGKOK OBSERVATIONS

▪ Role of Civil Society
▪ Undervalued involvement
▪ Essential support for under-resourced countries

▪ Complexity of negotiating tactics
▪ A lot can happen fast
▪ Be aware of alliances
▪ Individuals can make a big difference depending on 

their personality and understanding of the moving 
parts

▪ Competing interests
▪ Developed vs Developing countries
▪ Strong climate action not politically viable



LOSS & DAMAGE FINANCE 
SUVA EXPERT DIALOGUE & FINANCE GAPS 



IHL TASK: OVERVIEW
Our task: 
▪ Produce a legal memo to assist the Mali Prosecution Team of the 

International Criminal Court in drafting their pleadings
▪ Examined whether it was correct to classify the intentional destruction of 

mausoleums and mosques as an attack on cultural property, or whether 
another charge would be more appropriate .

 



IHL TASK: APPROACH

▪ Part 1: Al Mahdi factual and legal analysis 

▪ Part 2: 8(2)(e)(iv) in depth legal analysis and 

application of the facts 

▪ Part 3: 8(2)(e)(xiii) in depth legal analysis and 

application of the facts 

▪ Part 4: Conclusion and recommendations 



▪ Mali Prosecution team will use our memo to inform their decision on charges

▪ We will update the 4 trillion dollar price tag on developing countries meeting their 
climate targets before the next UN climate negotiations in Dec 2018

▪ Students will attend a Pacific Islands summit regarding the Convention Against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in Feb

▪ Create a Climate Justice Syllabus in collaboration with the College of the Atlantic- 
Earth in Brackets

▪ Ongoing work on Loss and Damage finance to assist with future climate change 
negotiations

▪ IJI alumni network and welcoming new team members

WHAT’S NEXT?



QUESTIONS?

?


