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The University of Tasmania pays its respects to elders past and present and to the many Aboriginal people 
that did not make elder status and to the Tasmanian Aboriginal community that continues to care for Country. 
We acknowledge the profound effect of climate change on this Country and seek to work alongside Tasmanian Aboriginal communities, with their deep wisdom and knowledge, to address climate change and its impacts. 
The Palawa people belong to one of the world’s oldest living cultures, continually resident on this Country for 
over 65,000 years. They have survived and adapted to significant climate changes over this time, such as sea-level rise and extreme rainfall variability, and as such embody thousands of generations of intimate place-based knowledge. 
We acknowledge with deep respect that this knowledge represents a range of cultural practices, wisdom, traditions, and ways of knowing the world that provide accurate and useful climate change information, observations, and solutions. 
The University of Tasmania likewise recognises a history of truth that acknowledges the impacts 
of invasion and colonisation upon Aboriginal people, resulting in forcible removal from their lands. 
Our island is deeply unique, with cities and towns surrounded by spectacular landscapes of bushland, waterways, mountain ranges, and beaches. 
The University of Tasmania stands for a future that profoundly respects and acknowledges Aboriginal perspectives, culture, language, and history, and a continued effort to fight for Aboriginal justice and rights 
paving the way for a strong future.
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The views expressed herein are not necessarily the views of the Australian Government. The Australian Government does not accept responsibility for any information or advice contained within this document.







[bookmark: _Toc188357369]Contents
Acknowledgment of Country	2
Disclaimer	2
Contents	3
1.	Limited Authority to Teach Policy (LAT)	4
1.1	Purpose	4
1.2	Support	4
2.	Eligibility	4
2.1	Enrolment	4
2.2	Placement Alignment with Course Requirements	4
2.3	LAT Classifications: Fixed Term and Relief	5
3.	Applying for Placement	5
3.1	Application Process and Forms	5
3.2	Dates of Placement	6
4.	Placement Requirements – School	6
4.1	Supervision	6
4.2	Reports	6
4.3	Graduate Teacher Performance Assessment (GTPA)	6
4.4	Diverse Placement Experience	6
4.5	Agreement	7
4.6	Documentation	7
5.	Placement Requirements – Student	7
5.1	Placement Expectations	7
5.2	Graduate Teacher Performance Assessment (GTPA)	7
5.3	Reports	8
6.	Placement Requirements – UTAS	8
6.1	Placement Support	8
6.2	Mentor	8
6.3	Documentation	8
7.	Payments for Placement	9
7.1	Pre-Service Teacher	9
7.2	Supervising Teacher and Placement Coordinator	9
	
	
	



	
	
	




[image: ]
ARBN 055 657 848   ABN 30 764 374 782
5
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1.1 [bookmark: _Toc188357371]Purpose
In response to the workforce challenges being experienced in Tasmania, the Teacher Registration Board (TRB) has advised The University of Tasmania (UTAS) that it will allow additional school-based management of conflict of interest for Initial Teacher Education (ITE) students employed on a school-specific Limited Authority to Teacher (LAT) or interstate equivalent. It has been agreed that from the commencement of Term 1, 2025, final year ITE students who hold a current school-specific LAT may undertake their final school experience placement in that same school. This arrangement will be applicable for the year 2025 only.

1.2 [bookmark: _Toc188357372]Support 
The Professional Experience Office is available to address any questions or enquiries that students or schools may have regarding this policy. The team is accessible Monday to Friday from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM and can be contacted using the following details:
Email: professional.experience@educ.utas.edu.au
Phone: (03) 6324 3794
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2.1 [bookmark: _Toc188357374]Enrolment
Students must enrol through eStudent or Uconnect prior to submitting their LAT application. It is essential for students to familiarise themselves with the key UTAS dates,  as applications submitted after the enrolment cut-off date will not be accepted. LAT placements are exclusively available for final placements only, which include the unit codes EPR300, ESH308, ESP300, EMT614, and EMT624.

To be eligible for enrolment in final placements, students must have successfully passed the Literacy and Numeracy Test for Initial Teacher Education (LANTITE) prior to enrolling in the final placement unit. Further information regarding the LANTITE requirements can be found here. 

2.2 [bookmark: _Toc188357375] Placement Alignment with Course Requirements 
To comply with accreditation requirements for student enrolment, students must complete placements that align with their specific course of study.

Students enrolled in the Bachelor of Education (Primary) or Master of Teaching (Primary) programs are required to complete their placements in Primary Schools (Prep [or interstate equivalent] to Grade 6).

For students enrolled in the Master of Teaching (Secondary), placements must be completed in Secondary Schools (Grades 7-12). Furthermore, these students must undertake their placements within one or both of their chosen specialisation areas.  It is essential for students to have exposure to both of their specialisations throughout the three placement experiences, this will be evaluated during the application process.
Students enrolled in the Bachelor of Education (Health and Physical Education) course can complete their placements in Primary or Secondary; however, these placements must be specifically in Health and Physical Education.

2.3 [bookmark: _Toc188357376]LAT Classifications: Fixed Term and Relief 
Students applying to complete their placement under the LAT conditions must hold a current, school-specific LAT and be able to demonstrate a consistent pattern of employment at the institution where they intend to undertake their placement. Applications for placements under LAT conditions will not be approved if the student possesses only a generic relief LAT that covers multiple schools.

To facilitate the placement process and ensure compliance, students and schools are encouraged to contact the TRB to amend the status of the LAT prior to submitting their application if required.
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3.1 [bookmark: _Toc188357378]Application Process and Forms 
UTAS requires the completion of separate application forms by both the student and the school via the provided Microsoft Forms. Students must provide a copy of their LAT certification, issued by the TRB, covering the entire placement period at the time of application. 

Application Process:

1. Submission: Both the student and school must submit their respective application forms.
2. Assessment: The Manager of Professional Experience Placement will evaluate the applications.
3. Additional Information: If necessary, further details may be requested via email from either the student or the school.
4. Outcome: An outcome of the application will be communicated to both the school and the student at least four weeks prior to the commencement of the placement, if applications are submitted within an achievable timeframe. 

Important Dates for 2025 LAT Placements:

Applications are now open. Please ensure all required documentation is submitted by the specified deadlines to allow timely processing of the application. Due to the high volume of placements, late submissions will not be considered. 

Semester 1 Placements Closing Date: 9th March 2025 
Semester 1 Application Form - School
Semester 1 Application Form – Student

Semester 2 Placements Closing Date: 3rd August 2025
Semester 2 Application Form - School
Semester 2 Application Form - Student
3.2 [bookmark: _Toc188357379]Dates of Placement 
Professional Experience placements are conducted on a full-time basis and must adhere to the dates specified in the current Professional Experience Calendar. In exceptional and unforeseen circumstances, students may request a variation to their placement dates. Such requests require the completion of a formal variation request form, submission of relevant supporting documentation, and approval from the Manager, Professional Experience Placement. 

For detailed information regarding placement dates and scheduling, please refer to the current Professional Experience Calendar.
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4.1 [bookmark: _Toc188357381]Supervision
Each school hosting a placement for an ITE student on a LAT must provide a school-based supervising teacher for the full duration of the placement period. This supervising teacher must not have previously supervised the student. If a school is unable to mitigate any potential conflict of interest with the supervising teacher, it is essential that UTAS is notified of this arrangement within the application form. This ensures that proper supervision and assessment standards are maintained.

If the student receives payment during the placement period, adjustments to their normal workload may be necessary to align with the University's policies and expectations for their final placement. 

4.2 [bookmark: _Toc188357382]Reports
School Assistant/Principals will sign off on interim and final reports, ensuring that the ITE student has been appropriately supported during the supervised placement and that the specific requirements of the Graduate Teacher Performance Assessment (GTPA) are met.

4.3 [bookmark: _Toc188357383]Graduate Teacher Performance Assessment (GTPA) 
The Graduate Teacher Performance Assessment (GTPA) is a national requirement completed over the entirety of the final placement with a minimum four-week teaching block. This teaching block occurs at designated times during each semester and the pre-service teacher is to carry out data collection on their practice only during that time. As a nationally moderated assessment the GTPA’s parameters must be observed. Failure to do so will result in a failing grade for the placement. Schools are to support pre-service teachers, where possible, in the week after the conclusion of placement to allow for the completion and submission of the GTPA.




4.4 [bookmark: _Toc188357384]Diverse Placement Experience 
Practical strategies that enable the pre-service teachers to experience professional growth in a range of situations will be put in place by the school. This should provide for the development of a breadth and depth of skills and be as diverse as practicable within the setting. These opportunities could include, but are not limited to, teaching a different grade level, providing for a variety of students with additional needs, working within a different learning area team, leading literacy, and numeracy support programs. These additional diverse experiences must be outlined in the initial application.

4.5 [bookmark: _Toc188357385]Agreement 
UTAS will provide a formal agreement to be executed between the school and the university upon approval of the placement application. This agreement will be sent via email and must be completed and returned by the school prior to the release of placement documentation. The terms of the agreement vary slightly depending on whether the placement is designated as paid or unpaid. Timely completion and return of this agreement is appreciated to ensure all necessary documentation is in place before the commencement of the placement.

4.6 [bookmark: _Toc188357386]Documentation
A documentation pack will be sent to the placement coordinator no later than two weeks prior to the commencement of the placement. At that time, the placement coordinator is responsible for distributing the documentation pack to all relevant supporting staff.
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5.1 [bookmark: _Toc188357388]Placement Expectations 
Placements conducted under LAT conditions are treated with the same standards as other placements. Students must adhere to compliance requirements communicated by the Professional Experience Office, review the expectations of their specific course, and regularly check their UTAS email for important correspondence. It is essential to review the final placement information outlined within these guidelines, complete all necessary documentation, and maintain professional conduct throughout the placement. Students will be assigned a supervising teacher for guidance and assessment, as well as a UTAS-appointed mentor. By upholding these standards, UTAS ensures a consistent and high-quality teacher preparation experience.

5.2 [bookmark: _Toc188357389]Graduate Teacher Performance Assessment (GTPA)
Students are required to be concurrently enrolled in the GTPA unit Preparing for the Profession (EMT607/EDU306) while undertaking their final placement. If a student's placement date varies from the standard schedule or if unforeseen circumstances arise during the placement period that may affect their submission date, it is imperative that they promptly notify the Unit Coordinator. 

The Graduate Teacher Performance Assessment (GTPA) is a national requirement completed over the entirety of the final placement with a minimum four-week teaching block. This teaching block occurs at designated times during each semester and the pre-service teacher is to carry out data collection on their practice only during that time. As a nationally moderated assessment the GTPA’s parameters must be observed. Failure to do so will result in a failing grade for the placement

5.3 [bookmark: _Toc188357390]Reports
Students are required to upload their completed interim and final reports to the MyLO submission folder. Interim reports must be submitted after Day 10 of the placement, while final reports are due at the conclusion of the placement. To facilitate timely assessment and processing of reports for graduation, students are strongly encouraged to ensure that all required days are accounted for, all necessary signatures are obtained, and that all pages are successfully uploaded at the time of submission. Careful attention to these details is essential for a smooth evaluation process.
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6.1 [bookmark: _Toc188357392]Placement Support
Students and the school will receive full support in accordance with the standard final placement procedures at UTAS. For further details, please refer to the placement expectations and the Professional Experience Handbook, which are available on the Professional Experience webpage or included in the documentation pack provided at the start of the placement.

6.2 [bookmark: _Toc188357393]Mentor
UTAS will provide a university-appointed Professional Experience Mentor to support the school and ITE students during the placement period. The Professional Experience Mentor is the representative liaising between the University, the Education Setting and the student. The mentor will establish and maintain contact (generally via email) with the allocated students and Supervising Teachers during the placement period. 

The mentor is responsible for engaging the relevant Professional Experience Leader when additional support is deemed necessary. They will also provide support in completing all required documentation, particularly in cases where a student may be at risk of not meeting placement requirements. This proactive approach is essential to support the successful progression of the placement and to ensure timely intervention when needed.

6.3 [bookmark: _Toc188357394]Documentation
UTAS will provide a documentation pack to support the placement, which will be sent two weeks prior to the commencement of the placement. This pack will be emailed directly to the school Placement Coordinator and must be distributed to the relevant supervising teachers. 
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7.1 [bookmark: _Toc188357396]Pre-Service Teacher
Remuneration for the placement period should be negotiated between the school and the employed student prior to submitting the application for placement under LAT conditions. Payment is not a mandatory requirement for UTAS to approve the placement. Students and schools are advised to consult their employment contracts for guidance on this matter. In cases where payment is provided to the student, full supervision must also be ensured. For detailed information regarding supervision requirements, please refer to section 4.1 of these guidelines. When submitting the application for the placement, please ensure this information is accurately recorded in the application form so the correct placement agreement can be issued to the school.

7.2 [bookmark: _Toc188357397]Supervising Teacher and Placement Coordinator 
Supervising Teachers and Placement Coordinators are eligible to claim for the full number of days for the placement period. Claim forms are required to be emailed to the Professional Experience Office on completion of the placement. Please allow up to 8 weeks for the payments to be processed. 

There are currently two options for payment:
· Payment direct to an individual – please complete the Claim for Payment
Claim for Professional Experience Allowances
· Payment direct to a school or a child care centre – please complete the invoice details on the pro-forma below and submit on school/centre letterhead
Tax Invoice Form 

The current rates of payment are:
Placement Coordinator: $2.37 per day

	
	
	



Supervising Teacher: $38.28 per day
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